The Night Before Christmas
4 brothers and sisters going to bed on Christmas Eve, all in their pyjamas, too excited to sleep, talking together.  Pip (older sister, responsible one) , Jess (stirrer) , Suzy (youngest, goes along with what the others say) and Bobby (outspoken believer in Santa)

Pip
C’mon you guys, mom said we need to go to sleep….NOW!

Jess
Ah, that’s just because she needs to finish wrapping the presents. My new watch should be very easy to wrap up…
Bobby
What?  What do mean, wrapping presents?  Santa’s bringing the presents! Mum says he might even bring me a new bicycle.
Suzy
Presents?

Pip
That’s right, Suzy, tomorrow morning we get to open our Christmas presents

Bobby
That SANTA brings.

(Pip and Jess look at each other)

Pip
The presents will all be waiting in the morning

Jess
Yeah, I wonder if they’ll be some reindeer poop on them. I mean, those presents, sitting all night long in Santa’s sleigh.  There’s bound to be a few that are broken.

Suzy
I don’t want a broken toy, I want a mushabelly
Pip
Don’t worry Suzy, your toys will be perfect (glares at Jess)
Jess
(mumbles under her breath) Sorry

Voice from off stage Go to sleep now kids!  It’s late

Pip
Ok, everyone close your eyes

Bobby
Yeah, Santa only comes if everyone’s asleep

(sound of footsteps)
Pip
Quick lay down.  (They all lay down, but peek out from under the covers)

(Jesus enters)
Jess
Gee Santa you’ve lost a lot of weight and…where’s your red suit?

Pip
Shhh, Jess, you’re supposed to be sleeping

Bobby
You have lost weight

Jesus
Well kids, I’m not Santa, I’m Jesus

All
Jesus?

Jess
You can’t be Jesus.  You’re an adult and Jesus was a little baby in a manger with sheep and shepherds and wise men and stuff like that.!

Jesus
(smiling) But Jess, I was a baby a long time ago at the very first Christmas.

Suzy
So you were the baby in a manger (starts singing Away in a manger)
Jesus
Yes I was, Suzy.

Jess
Hey..how do you know our names?  Do you know who she is (pointing to Pip)?
Jesus 
I know lots of things and I do know your sister Pip and your brother Bobby, too.

Pip
Wow, it’s pretty exciting having you here.  Jesus could you tell us a story?  Maybe the story of the very first Christmas, when you were really a little baby.

Jesus
About 2000 years ago (the lights dim as Jesus starts talking- and the spotlight comes up on Mary and an angel- tableau) there was a young teenager named Mary.

Bobby
Your mother!

Pip
Bobby, don’t interrupt!

Jesus
It’s ok Pip.  Bobby you’re right, but I want you all to listen really carefully


Mary was going to be married (Bobby starts to speak, but Jesus gives him a look and Bobby settles back down), but one day an angel came to visit her.  He told her that she was going to have a very special baby, that He was going to be God’s son and that His name would be Jesus.

Mary was confused, but she wanted to make God happy and so she told the angel that it was ok with her.


(spotlight goes off .  Angel leaves and Joseph comes.  Mary is now pregnant. Spotlight on).  Joseph and Mary got married.  They were living in the town of Nazareth and one day soldiers came.  They said that a new law had been made and everyone had to return to the town where they were born to pay their taxes. Mary and Joseph had a long way to go.  Joseph borrowed a donkey and they started their journey.

Pip
How long did it take them, Jesus?

Jesus
A long time, Pip, days and days and Mary was very tired, but very brave!


(spotlight off- Innkeeper enters, spotlight on) 

When they arrived in Bethlehem, the streets were very crowded.  Everyone had arrived to pay their taxes.  Joseph knocked on door after door trying to find somewhere for Mary to have her baby.  Finally a kindly innkeeper offered them his stable for the night.  It wasn’t as nice as a room and a real bed, but it was warm and dry!


(spot off, manger, Mary holding baby, Joseph standing behind her- spot on)


That night I was born, surrounded by all the animals. Mary wrapped me in some old clothes and put me to sleep in the manger- a box that animals feed from.  


(spot off, angel, spot on)

Outside Bethlehem there were shepherds tending their flocks.  Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared in the sky.  “Don’t be afraid,” he told the shepherds. “I’ve come to bring you great news.  Today in the town of Bethlehem a little baby has been born and he is your saviour.  You’ll find him lying in a stable, in a manger.”

The Shepherds left their sheep and hurried down the hill to find this newborn baby….(points to himself) me!

(spot off, Mary, Joseph, manger and shepherds- spot on)

The shepherds came into the stable and knelt by the manger where I was sleeping.  They were amazed.  

Far to the East, 3 wise men had been following a very special star.  The star was a sign that a King had come, not a big powerful man, but a different kind of king, a baby.

(Spot stays on along with stage lights as the three wise men enter from prayer side) The wise men arrived, bearing gifts for the new king.  They brought gold because I am a king, frankincense because I am also a priest and myrrh because they knew that one day I would die for them everyone.  (wise men join tableau)

Pip
Wow, Jesus, that’s amazing.  Those wise men gave really cool presents.

Jesus
They did, and you’re going to get some really cool presents, too, but the best present of all, is an invisible one.
Suzy
An indivisibible one? (all chuckle)

Jesus
An invisible one, that means one you can’t see. 

Jess
What good’s a present if we can’t even see it?

Jesus
Jess, do you remember what you got last year for Christmas.

Jess
Of course, I got a ..um…oh…wow, that’s a hard one.

Jesus
(smiling) I have a gift for you that you won’t ever forget about.  It won’t get old, or break or get lost.  You can keep it forever!
Bobby
Woowee, I bet Santa can’t even do that. What is it, Jesus?

Jesus
It’s love.  God’s love, because He loves you so much that He sent me as a little baby to grow up with you.

Pip
That’s an awesome present.  But Jesus how will we remember God’s love if you’re not here
Jesus
You can feel God’s love in your heart- And the most special thing about God’s love is that you can share it with others by doing special things for them, encouraging them, helping them with hard things.  I bet you can even think of more ways to share God’s love with others.
Pip
Jess, I could help you with the dishes if you want to go out to play

Bobby
I could make sure there are no spiders in your bed, Pip.  I know you don’t like spiders.

Jess
I could thank people more when they do stuff for me

Suzy
I could sing for people because I’m a very good singer. And I could smile a lot.  Mum says she always feels better when she sees me smile.

Pip
Suzy  I love your singing and your big smiles.  And thanks Bobby, I’d appreciate someone de-spidering for me!

Jesus
It seems like you have some great ideas for sharing God’s love with others.  Don’t forget other kids at school and even the people you meet.  
I love you guys.  Gotta go.  I have lots of others to visit tonight!  Have a great Christmas and enjoy all your other presents, too.
