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Who is the Greatest?
Aim: to look at what Jesus considers to be greatness

Occasion: Ordinary Sunday 25

Scripture: Mark 9:30-37
Game: (for younger children) What are you good at? 
Preparation: nothing 
What to do: Have the children stand in a circle.  Have the leader start.  Each person in turn says in a loud voice 'I am good at (insert item)!' and does an action to represent that thing.  For example “I am good at dancing!” and the action is a twirl.

Everyone else in the group says 'That's great!' and copies the action.

Game: (for older children) Exaggeration 
Preparation: nothing 
What to do: Have the children stand in a circle.  The leader starts by going into the middle of the circle and doing a small action e.g. planting a seed.  They return to their place in the circle.  Going in a clockwise direction, each person in the circle has a turn at doing the action in the middle, BUT they must exaggerate it.  Once everyone has had a go, compare the last person's action with the first person's.

Repeat with a different person starting.

Story: (Mark 9:30 -37) Who is the Greatest?
Jesus left with his disciples and started through Galilee.  He did not want anyone to know about it, because he was teaching the disciples that the Son of Man would be handed over to people who would kill him.  But three days later he would rise to life.  The disciples did not understand what Jesus meant, and they were afraid to ask.

Jesus and his disciples went to his home in Capernaum.  After they were inside the house, Jesus asked them, “What were you arguing about along the way?”
They had been arguing about which one of them was the greatest, and so they did not answer.

After Jesus sat down and told the twelve disciples to gather around him, he said, “If you want the place of honour, you must become a slave and serve others!”

Then Jesus had a child stand near him.  He put his arm around the child and said, “When you welcome even a child because of me, you welcome me.  And when you welcome me, you welcome the one who sent me.”

Questions:
· Who is your hero?
· What are you 'best' at?
· Why do you think Jesus said 'If you want the place of honour, you must become a slave and serve others!'?
Activity: Jesus badges
Badges are very in at the moment, don't ask me why! But hopefully this will appeal to your children. If you had the resources, you could get them to design tee-shirts instead of badges. 

What you need: cardboard, felts/crayons, safety pins, masking tape, clear book covering if you want to, anything else to decorate. Try having a few shapes for the children to trace around e.g. circles, stars, crosses, squares. 

Preparation: try making a few examples to inspire the children. Also, try coming up with a few slogans for the badges e.g. Jesus is the Greatest! I'm a servant leader! Church Rocks! 

What to do: On the cardboard, draw your badge shape. Cut it out. Decorate. 
On the back, tape a safety pin so that it can be worn. If you want to, seal the badge with book covering. 

Variations: For the older children, get them to create their own slogans for the badges. For younger children, pictures are just as good as slogans on badges.



