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Who is Jesus?
Aim: To affirm who we are!!!

Occasion: Ordinary Sunday 24
Scripture: Mark 8:27-38
Game: (for younger children) Do you like? 
Preparation: a list of things that children might/might not like. E.g. ice cream, bush walking, vegetables, church, homework, etc. 
What to do: Get the children to stand in the middle of the room. Decide which end of the room is 'Yes' and which end is 'No'. Explain that you will call out something from your list. If the children like it, they need to run to the 'Yes' end, if they don't like it, they run to the 'No' end. Repeat.

Game: (for older children) My name is and I like 
Preparation: circle of chairs facing inwards. 
What to do: Have everyone sit on a chair and the leader standing in the centre. The leader starts the game by saying “My name is (insert name) and I like (insert lie. E.g. singing)” 
If anyone in the circle also likes that thing, they need to swap chairs while the leader also tries to get a seat. Whoever is left without a chair starts the next round with their name and a different like.

Can continue for as long as you like!

Story: (Mark 8: 27 -38) Who is Jesus?
Jesus and his disciples went to the villages near the town of Caesarea Philippi.  As they were walking along, he asked them, “What do people say about me?”

The disciples answered, “Some say you are John the Baptist or maybe Elijah. Others say you are one of the prophets.”

Then Jesus asked them, “But who do you say I am?”

“You are the Messiah!” Peter replied.

Jesus warned the disciples not to tell anyone about him.

Jesus began telling his disciples what would happen to him. He said, The nation's leaders, the chief priests, and the teachers of the Law of Moses will make the Son of Man suffer terribly. He will be rejected and killed, but three days later he will rise to life.” Then Jesus explained clearly what he meant.

Peter took Jesus aside and told him to stop talking like that. But when Jesus turned and saw the disciples, he corrected Peter. He said to him, “Satan, get away from me! You are thinking like everyone else and not like God.”

Jesus then told the crowd and the disciples to come closer, and he said:

If any of you want to be my followers, you must forget about yourself. You must take up your cross and follow me. If you want to save your life, you will destroy it. But if you give up your life for me and for the good news, you will save it. What will you gain, if you own the whole world but destroy yourself? What could you give to get back your soul?
Don't be ashamed of me and my message among these unfaithful and sinful people! If you are, the Son of Man will be ashamed of you when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.

Questions:
· How many different ways can you think of to say 'Hello'

· Why do you think Jesus didn't want the disciples to tell anyone about him?

· What do you think Jesus meant when he said “If any of you want to be my followers, you must forget about yourself. You must take up your cross and follow me”?

Activity: Who am I? Collage 

What you need: Lots of magazines, scissors, glue, felts/crayons etc, paper… anything that might be useful!!! 

Preparation: Try doing this activity for yourself!!!! 

What to do: Get the children to write 'Who is (insert name)?” in the middle of the page. Then, using the magazines etc, have the children find as many words/pictures that describe who they are. e.g. boy, girl, sporty, good at singing, a daughter, red haired, etc.

If you have time at the end, gather together and get the children to share their collages with each other. 

Variations: For older children you might like to have them find bible verses that mean something to them.  If they aren't comfortable navigating a bible, try referring them to the Psalms.

Or you could ask them to write questions they have about life, or write what is important to them, what they want to do when they are older, dreams they have etc. 




