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Jesus Enters Jerusalem
Aim: to look at the significance of the celebration in the Palm Sunday story.

Occasion: Palm Sunday

Scripture: Mark 11:1-11

Game: (for younger children) Pin the tail on the donkey 
Preparation: You will need to make the donkey poster, a 'tail' to pin on it and bring a blindfold. 
What to do: Give each child a 'tail'. One at a time, blind fold a child, spin them round three times, and then have them try to pin the tail on the donkey. Use a pen to mark the place where the child guesses. (Write their name next it so you remember who did what!!!) 
Repeat till all the children have had a go. The winner is the child that gets their tail closest to where it is supposed to go.

Game: (for older children) Running through the Palms 
What you need: Nothing!! 
What to do: Line the children up in two lines in front of you in the centre of the room. Get them to face inwards and to stretch their arms out in front so that their fingertips are just touching the person opposite. 
Choose a volunteer and get them to stand at one end of the room. 
Explain that when you say 'Go!' the volunteer is to run as fast as they feel comfortable through the centre of the children's arms in the middle of the room. Instruct the children in the centre of the room that as the volunteer comes close they have to lift up their arms and say as loud as they can 'Hosanna!' 
This is a trust game. The more the volunteer trusts the other children, the faster they will run.
Repeat with as many children as want to have a turn.

Story: (Mark 11:1-11) Jesus Enters Jerusalem
Jesus and his disciples reached Bethphage and Bethany near the Mount of Olives. When they were getting close to Jerusalem, Jesus sent two of them on ahead. He told them, “Go into the next village. As soon as you enter it, you will find a young donkey that has never been ridden. Untie the donkey and bring it here. If anyone asks “why you are doing that?” say, 'The Lord needs it and will soon bring it back.'
The disciples left and found the donkey tied near a door that faced the street. While they were untying if, some of the people standing there asked, “Why are you untying the donkey?” They told them what Jesus had said, and the people let them take it.

The disciples led the donkey to Jesus. They put some of their clothes on its back, and Jesus got on. Many people spread clothes on the road, while others went to cut branches from the fields.

In front of Jesus and behind him, people went along shouting,

“Hooray!

God bless the one who comes in the name of the Lord!

God bless the coming kingdom of our ancestor David.

Hooray for God in heaven above!”

After Jesus had gone to Jerusalem, he went into the temple and looked around at everything. But since it was already late in the day, he went back to Bethany with the twelve disciples.

Talk: 
Have you ever been to a street parade? What was it like? (pause) In today's story, Jesus was part of a street parade, it was quite a celebration! The people seemed really excited about Jesus coming to Jerusalem. Why do you think they were so excited? (pause) Well, there were some clues in the story today. The people cried out things like 'God bless the one who comes in the name of the Lord!' and 'God bless the coming kingdom of our ancestor David.' So the people obviously thought that Jesus was someone special who was coming to help them!!!

Today to help us remember the celebration of Palm Sunday, we are going to make Celebration bookmarks!!!!

Questions:
· Have you ever been to a street parade? What was it like?

· Why do you think the people were so excited about Jesus coming to Jerusalem?

· How do you celebrate Jesus being in your life?

Activity: Celebration bookmark 
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What you need: the bookmark template, cardboard, coloured paper and magazines, glue, scissors, and felts to decorate 

What to do: Cut out the bookmark template and glue it to a piece of cardboard. 
Next, cut out clothes and branches out from the coloured paper and magazines. Glue them onto the bookmark to show the celebration of Jesus entering Jerusalem. 
If you wanted to, you could punch a hole in the bottom of the bookmark and thread some wool/string/ribbon through just for added interest. 

Variations: Enlarge the template and turn it into a banner! 
For older children, you could get them to write a Palm Sunday prayer on the back of their bookmarks.



