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The Request of James and John
Aim: to remind the children that we are all equal in God's eyes

Occasion: Ordinary Sunday 29

Scripture: Mark 10:35-45
Game: (for younger children) I can…!
Preparation: you need stickers and a list of things that children might be good at e.g. 'I can eat! I can run fast! I can speak another language! I can count to 20! etc 
What to do: Explain that you are going to read out statements about things that people can do.  If the children can do that thing, they get a sticker.

Game: (for older children) Peg Game
Preparation: you need a bag of pegs 
What to do: Give every child four pegs.  Explain that they must attach those pegs to themselves in a place that they don't mind other people grabbing (you ear is probably not a good place!!!) and that can be seen by other people (can't hide them in your shoes!!!) 
Explain that they will have 30seconds to try and get as many pegs as they can from other people while still trying to protect their own pegs. 
They can only take one peg at a time and must attach it to themselves before grabbing another one. 
At the end of the 30seconds, call 'freeze!!!' Work out who has the most pegs. 
Repeat the game a few times so they get the hang of it!!!

Story: (Mark 10:35 -45) The Request of James and John
James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came up to Jesus and asked, “Teacher, will you do us a favour?”

Jesus asked them what they wanted, and they answered, “When you come into your glory, please let one of us sit at your right side and the other at your left.”

Jesus told them, “You don't really know what you're asking! Are you able to drink from the cup that I must soon drink from or be baptised as I must be baptised?”

“Yes, we are!” James and John answered.

Then Jesus replied, “you certainly will drink from the cup from which I must drink. And you will be baptised just as I must! But it isn't for me to say who will sit at my right side and at my left. That is for God to decide.”

When the ten other disciples heard this, they were angry with James and John. But Jesus called the disciples together and said:
You know that those foreigners who call themselves kings like to order their people around. And their great leaders have full power over the people they rule. But don't act like them. If you want to be great, you must be the servant of all the others. And if you want to be first, you must be everyone's slave. The Son of Man did not come to be a slave master, but a slave who will give his life to rescue many people.

Questions:
· Do you have a best friend or a favourite celebrity/author/sportsperson? What makes them your favourite?
· Do you think God plays favourites?
· In the story, why do you think James and John wanted to sit next to Jesus? How did the other disciples feel about it?
· Are there people that you make feel second-best? What are some ways we can make those people feel special too?
Activity: People candle decoration!
This activity is designed for smaller freestanding candles.  There should be a decent gap between the edge of the candle and the paper people surrounding it.  You can always make it bigger by using a larger plate to trace around.

What you need: stiff paper or card, scissors, cello tape, small plate to trace around, felts and crayons to decorate.

Preparation: try making an example to show and bring a candle to light. Take this opportunity to remind the children about fire safety. (For example, don't play with candles, use only with adult supervision, etc) 
For smaller children it is a good idea to pre-cut the paper people.

What to do: on a piece of card or stiff paper, trace around the plate and cut out the circle. This is the base for your candle decoration.
To make the people, take a large piece of paper (or tape two pieces of smaller paper together) and fold back and forth like a fan. The folds should be approx 8cm apart. 
Draw a person outline on the folded paper. Make sure the hands or feet touch the sides of the paper. Cut it out. If it's done correctly, you should have made a chain of linked people!
Next, draw/write on each person and make them into someone you know. They could be family, friends, or people that you struggle to like, etc. 
When you have finished decorating tape the chain together to form a circle then attach it to your base!!!!

Variations: For older children, have them write a prayer for each of the people in their chain. Challenge them to pray that pray at least once in the following week for that person.



