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What Jesus' followers must do
Aim: To look at what happened after Easter

Occasion: 3rd Sunday of Easter

Scripture: Luke 24:36b-48

Game: (for younger children) Who am I? 
Preparation: Collect magazine pictures of famous people and cartoon characters. Stick them onto cardboard. Next, cut them up into smaller pieces. (You may like to number them on the backs so you remember which piece goes with what!) Then put a bit of blue tack on the back of each piece. 
What to do: Have the children sit facing a wall, whiteboard or whatever you are going to use to stick your pieces of people onto. 
Divide the children into two teams. The object of the game is to get the most points by guessing who the famous person is.
The leader sticks one piece of the famous person on the whiteboard. The first team tries to guess who it is. If they get it with one piece of the puzzle, they get three points. If they don't know who it is, they can ask for another piece. If they guess who it is with two pieces, they get two points. This continues until all the pieces are up. Then it is the other team's turn with another famous person.

Game: (for older children) Who am I? Extended version 
Preparation: As above. You will also need to have a list of questions that can be about anything you like. Perhaps you might like to make them about Easter as a way to remind them of the events of Easter to give a good background to today's story.

Examples for questions:

What did the crowds cheer when Jesus entered Jerusalem on a donkey?

What day should you eat hot cross buns?

What to do: Follow the instructions for the younger children's game above, but before you stick a piece of the puzzle on the board for them to guess, ask the team a question from your list. If they get it right, they get a piece of the puzzle. If they get it wrong, ask the other team.

Story: (Luke 24:36b-48) What Jesus' followers must do
While Jesus' disciples were talking about what had happened, Jesus appeared and greeted them. They were frightened and terrified because they thought they were seeing a ghost.

But Jesus said, “Why are you so frightened? Why do you doubt? Look at my hands and my feet and see who I am! Touch me and find out for yourselves. Ghosts don't have flesh and bones as you see I have.”

After Jesus said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. The disciples were so glad and amazed that they could not believe it. Jesus then asked them, “Do you have something to eat?” They gave him a piece of baked fish. He took it and ate it as they watched. Jesus said to them, “While I was still with you, I told you that everything written about me in the Law of Moses, the Books of the Prophets and in the Psalms had to happen.”

Then he helped them understand the Scriptures. He told them: The Scriptures say that the Messiah must suffer, and then three days later he will rise from death. They also say that all people of every nation must be told in my name to turn to God, in order to be forgiven. So beginning in Jerusalem you must tell everything that has happened. I will send you the one my Father has promised, but you must stay in the city until you are given power from heaven.

Talk: 
A couple of weeks ago we celebrated an important event, can anyone tell me what that was? (Pause for answers) That's right, it was Easter and we celebrated the death and resurrection of Jesus.

Well, today we heard a story from the bible that takes place a short time after Easter. The disciples don't know yet that Jesus has risen from the dead and they are feeling scared, sad and confused about all that has been happening. How did they feel when Jesus appeared to them? (Pause) How do you think you might have felt? (Pause). Then, Jesus ate a piece of fish? Why do you think he did that? (Pause) Well, I believe that Jesus ate the fish to help the disciples believe that he really was Jesus, and not a ghost.

Can anyone tell me what Jesus did next? (Pause). Well, he reminded them that all the events of Easter happened just as the scriptures had said. But he also told them they needed to tell people about what had happened so that more people could know that Jesus is the son of God. Wow! That's a big responsibility! I wonder how the disciples felt after Jesus told them that? (Pause).

We too have a responsibility to tell other people about the good news of Jesus. And to help us remember some of the things that Jesus said we are going to make a Jesus mobile.

Questions: 
· Why do you think Jesus ate a piece of fish?
· What do you think the 'power from heaven' that Jesus talks about at the end of the story is? 
· From hearing today's story, what do you think Jesus is calling you to do? What are some of the ways you might go about doing this?

Activity: Jesus mobile
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What you need: coat hangers, thread or string, white card, copies of the speech bubble templates, scissors, hole punch, bibles, felts/crayons/glitter/stickers/etc for decorating. 
Preparation: For the younger children, you might like to write into the speech bubbles the words of the bible verses. 
What to do: glue onto card and cut out the 'Jesus said…' template. Draw in a picture of Jesus. Don't forget to decorate the back as well! 
Next cut out at least four speech bubbles, and then either from the list below or from a bible write in each speech bubble something that Jesus said. Decorate. 
To finish, punch holes in the tops of all the speech bubbles and the 'Jesus said…'. Thread onto string and then tie them onto the coat hanger! 

Extension: As an added visual effect, you could decorate the coat hanger by winding tinsel or crepe paper around it!

Possible bible verses for the speech bubbles:
Matthew 4:19 
"Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers of men."

Matthew 9:22 
Jesus turned and saw her. "Take heart, daughter," he said, "your faith has healed you." And the woman was healed from that moment.

Matthew 11:25 
[ Rest for the Weary ] At that time Jesus said, "I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children.

Matthew 16:24 
Then Jesus said to his disciples, "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cr oss and follow me.

Matthew 19:14 
Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these."

Matthew 19:26 
Jesus looked at them and said, "With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible."

Mark 10:52 
"Go," said Jesus, "your faith has healed you." Immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus along the road.

John 14:6 
Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.


