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Jesus Prays
Aim: To look at prayer

Occasion: 7th Sunday of Easter

Scripture: John 17:6-19
Game: (for younger children) Prayer whispers (Chinese whispers with a twist!)
Preparation: a list of phrases you would associate with prayer. Some examples could be: 
Our Father in Heaven, Amen, Creator God, Confession, Thank you, please help me, etc. 
What to do: Have the children sit in a line. Whisper one of the phrases on your list in the ear of the first child. Get them to whisper it to the next person, and continue down the line. The last person says it out loud. The challenge is to see if what the last person says is the same as what you started with!!

Game: (for older children) Prayer tableaux (note: tableaux is a fancy way of saying people standing frozen to show a picture of something) 
Preparation: You will need a list of everyday situations eg in a classroom, on the bus, eating dinner with your family, watching a movie, going to church, playing rugby, etc. 
What to do: Divide the children into groups of three-five people. Explain that you will call out a situation (e.g. playing rugby) and that each group has until the count of ten to freeze into a group tableaux of that situation.

Once they have, select one group's tableaux and get all the other groups to unfreeze and look at the group that is still frozen.  Point to one or two of the people in the tableaux and ask the children what that person in that situation might pray about. E.g. if the person frozen is scoring a try, they might like to thank God for helping them play well.

If this is too complicated, just have them freeze in the different situations.

Story: (John 17:6-19) Jesus Prays to God
You have given me some followers from this world, and I have shown them what you are like. They were yours, but you gave them to me, and they have obeyed you. They know that you gave me everything I have. I told my followers what you told me, and they accepted it. They know that I came from you, and they believe that you are the one who sent me. I am praying for them, but not for those who belong to this world. My followers belong to you, and I am praying for them. All that I have is yours, and all that you have is mine, and they will bring glory to me.

Holy Father, I am no longer in the world. I am coming to you, but my followers are still in the world. So keep them safe by the power of the name that you have given me. Then they will be one with each other, just as you and I are one.

While I was with them, I kept them safe by the power you have given me. I guarded them, and not one of them was lost, except the one who had to be lost. This happened so that what the Scriptures say would come true.

I am on my way to you. But I say these things while I am still in the world, so that my followers will have the same complete joy that I do. I have told them your message. But the people of this world hate them, because they don't belong to this world, just as I don't.

Father, I don't ask you to take my followers out of the world, but keep them safe from the evil one. They don't belong to this world, and neither do I. Your word is the truth. So let this truth make them completely yours. I am sending them into the world, just as you sent me. I have given myself completely for their sake, so that they may belong completely to the truth.

Questions:
· Who is Jesus praying to?

· What do you think Jesus meant by 'I am no longer in the world, I am coming to you, but my followers are till in the world.'?

· What are some good starters for praying?

· When do you usually pray?

· Why do we pray?

Activity: Prayer starter mobile
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What you need: a copy of the Prayer starter mobile template, card, scissors, glue, string/ribbon, hole-punch, things to decorate it with. (beads to separate the shapes are useful but not essential!) 
Preparation: You could try making a couple of examples with different ideas for how to decorate them. For younger children you might like to pre-cut the mobile shapes and punch the holes. 
What to do: Cut out the shapes and punch holes in the top and bottom of each shape. 
Cut a length of string/ribbon and then thread all the shapes onto it. You might like to put knots between the shapes to separate them (or beads if you have them). Tape or knot the string/ribbon to the bottom shape to prevent the shapes falling off. Make a loop at the top for the mobile to be hung up with. 
Decorate! 

Variations: As an extension for older children, you might like them to write prayers on the back of each of the shapes, or write their own ideas for ways to pray.



