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I have loved you
Aim: To help the children think about ways that they can 'produce good fruit'

Occasion: 6th Sunday of Easter

Scripture: John 15:9-17

Game: If you love me honey, smile! 
What to do: Have the children form a circle. Choose one person to be 'in'. The person who is 'in' then goes up to someone who is sitting in the circle and says, 'if you love me honey, smile!' They have three chances to try and make the person smile. If that person smiles, then they switch places and become 'in'. If they don't smile, the person who is in tries again with someone else.

Story: (John 15:9-17) I have loved you
Jesus said this to his disciples: “I have loved you in the same way that my father has loved me. So keep being faithful to my love for you. If you follow me, I will love you in the same way that my father loves me because I have followed him.

I'm telling you this so you can be as happy as I am. Now I tell you to love each other as I have loved you. The greatest way to show love for friends is to die for them. And you are my friends because you follow me. 
Servants don't know what their master is doing so I am not speaking to you as my servants; I am speaking to you as my friends. I have told you everything that my father has told me. 
You didn't choose me. I chose you and sent you out to produce fruit, the kind of fruit that will last. Then my father will give you whatever you ask for in my name. So I command you to love each other.”
Talk: 
What do you think Jesus meant when he said: I chose you and sent you out to produce fruit, the kind of fruit that will last? Does that mean he wants us to all become fruit gardeners? No! I believe that it means that Jesus wants us to love one another. 
For example, if you smile at someone, or give them a present, or say something nice to them, you are showing that person love and producing good fruit. And because you did, they may in turn, do the same for someone else. 
What do you think would be producing bad fruit? (pause) Things like saying mean things or hitting someone. Why do these produce bad fruit? (pause) I believe it's because these things make people feel bad, and so they then want to make other people feel bad. 
Which would you rather produce? Good fruit or bad fruit? What are some ways that as Christians we can produce good fruit?

Well, today we are going to make good fruit to give away to the people in church.

Questions:
· What do you think Jesus meant when he said: I chose you and sent you out to produce fruit, the kind of fruit that will last?

· What do you think would be producing bad fruit?

· Why do these produce bad fruit?

· Which would you rather produce? Good fruit or bad fruit? Why?

· What are some ways that as Christians we can produce good fruit?

Activity: Good fruit kebabs
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What you need: pieces of fruit, fruit lollies, kebab sticks, ribbon and the photocopied fruit gift tags. 
What to do: Take a kebab stick, and then thread the fruit pieces and lollies onto it. Then write the name of someone that you want to give it to on one of the gift tags. 
Attach the tag to the kebab with the ribbon. 

Variations: If you don't want to make kebabs, you could instead turn the fruit gift tags into a 'prayer kebab' Get the children to write/draw on at least three fruit tags prayers for one of the following, or something else that is appropriate to your situation: 
· Thank you to God for ………. who does ……………… to produce good fruit 
· Dear God help me to …….. to produce good fruit



