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Jesus is the True Vine
Aim: To talk about how we keep connected to Jesus

Occasion: 5th Sunday of Easter

Scripture: John 15:1-8

Game: (for younger children) vine walk (obstacle course) 
Preparation: If you are confined to a room for this lesson, set up a 'course' in the room using tables and chairs that you can lead the children through. Otherwise take them for a walk outside. 
What to do: Get the children to line up in a line behind you. Get them to put their hands on the shoulders of the person in front of them. The child at the front may have to hold your hand if you are too tall for them to reach your shoulder!!! 
Tell them you are leading them on a journey and they must follow wherever you go without breaking the chain. 
Lead them around. Vary the speed, and get them to go over and under things to make it interesting.

Game: (for older children) Vine Tag
Preparation: nothing!

What to do: Choose someone to be 'in'. When you say 'Go', the person who is in must try to tag someone. When they succeed, they must link arms/hold hands with the person they tagged. Now both of them can tag people with their free hands. Each time some gets tagged, they link arms/hold hands and carry on until everyone is in one big chain.

Story: (John 15:1-8) Jesus is the True Vine
Jesus said to his disciples: “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts away every branch of mine that doesn't produce fruit. But he trims clean every branch that does produce fruit. You are already clean because of what I have said to you. Stay joined to me, and I will stay joined to you. Just as a branch cannot produce fruit unless it stays joined to the vine, you cannot produce fruit unless you stay joined to me. I am the vine, and you are the branches. If you stay joined to me, and I stay joined to you, then you will produce lots of fruit. But you cannot do anything without me. If you don't stay joined to me, you will be thrown away. You will be like dry branches that are gathered up and burned in a fire. Stay joined to me and let my teachings become part of you. Then you can pray for whatever you want, and your prayer will be answered. When you become fruitful disciples of mine, my Father will be honoured.”
Talk: 
Have you ever done any gardening? (Pause for answers) Well, I really love looking at and enjoying gardens, but I'm not really very good at keeping plants alive and healthy.

In today's story, Jesus said 'I am the vine, and you are the branches'. What do you think he means? (Pause.) I wonder why Jesus told this story? (pause)

Well, this story helps remind me that its important to look after my relationship with Jesus. There are lots of ways that we can do this. Do you have any suggestions? (pause) Some of the ways that I like to spend time with Jesus are by reading stories from the bible, drawing pictures that show how I'm feeling or things that I've been doing, going for walks and talking to Jesus.

Today, we are going to construct a vine to remind us about today's story.

Questions:
· In the story today Jesus said 'I am the vine, and you are the branches'. What do you think this means?

· Who is 'the gardener'?

· How can we in our everyday lives stay connected to Jesus?

· Do you believe that prayers can be answered?

· How do you pray?

Activity: 'I am the vine and you are the branches' display
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What you need: a large branch stripped of all its leaves or flowers, large piece of thick white paper, crayons in greens, blues, yellows, white and black, green dye (food colouring diluted with water would work for this), scissors, tape 
Preparation: draw/trace leaves all over the piece of paper for the children to cut out. Use the template provided or create your own. 
What to do: On the large piece of white paper using only crayons (the blank side, not the side with the leaves drawn on it) get all the children to cover the paper with pictures and names of people that they would like to be on Jesus' vine, including themselves. Encourage them to decorate the whole page. They might like to write out some of the verses from the story, or draw pictures that relate to the story. 
When they have finished, use the green dye to cover the entire page. Don't use too much or the paper will be too wet for the next step! 
Turn the paper over and get all the children to help cut around all the leaves. 
Finally, tape the leaves onto the branch. 
To display, suspend from the ceiling using string.

Variations: Rather than one big vine, each child could make smaller individual versions. If you can't find a branch, create your own out of corrugated cardboard.



