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Some Greeks Want to Meet Jesus
Aim: to look at the concept of sacrifice

Occasion: Lent 5

Scripture: John 12:20-33
Game: (for all age) balloon relay 
Preparation: you need one blown up balloon per team 
What to do: Divide the children into teams of at least three. (If you only have enough children for one team, then play the game and challenge them to complete it in under a minute!) 
Line the teams up at one end of the room, and give the front person of each team a balloon. When you say 'Go!' the person at the front passes the balloon over their head to the person behind, then that person passes the balloon through their legs to the person behind them and so on. When the person at the end gets the balloon they run to the front of the line and pass it over their head to the person behind etc. 
The game ends when the teams reach the other end of the room. 
For younger children you can just get them to pass it over their heads rather than alternating. It might also be a good idea to have a practice first! 
A variation for older children: you could put bible verses from today's story inside the balloon. When they get to the other end, they need to pop it to get to the verse!

Story: (John 12:20-33) Some Greeks want to meet Jesus
During the time of Passover in Jerusalem, a group of Greeks had arrived to worship and they wanted to meet Jesus.

Jesus spoke and said “I tell you for certain, that a grain of wheat that falls on the ground will never be more than one grain unless it dies. However, if it does die then it will produce lots more wheat. So if you love your life, you will lose it. But if you give up your life, you will live forever.

If you serve me, you must go with me. My servants will be with me wherever I go. If you serve me, my Father will honour you.  I am really worried about what is going to happen to me. But I know I can't ask my Father to spare me because I was born to do this. So Father, bring glory to yourself.”

Suddenly a voice from heaven answered “I have already brought glory to myself, and I will do it again!”

The crowd around Jesus heard the voice, and some thought it sounded like thunder! Others thought it was an Angel!

Jesus told the crowd “That voice spoke to help you, not me. When I am lifted above the earth, I will make everyone want to come to me.”

Talk:
Have you ever had to give something up that you didn't want to? Well in today's story, Jesus talked about what he was going to give up at Easter. Can anyone tell me what happened to Jesus at Easter? (pause for answers) That's right, Jesus was put to death on the cross, and on the third day, he rose again.

Well, today's story happened before any of that even happened. That means that Jesus knew that he was going to die even before it actually occurred!!

Can you think about how you would feel if you knew you would have to give up something that you love, maybe your bike or computer. How would that make you feel? (pause) Now, think about if you knew that by giving up something you love, it would help lots of other people. Would that change how you'd feel about it? (pause)

Well, Jesus knew what was going to happen, and we know from the story that he was even a bit scared about it. But, the amazing thing is that he knew that it was for the right reasons and that there would be a lot of good things that could only happen if he did what God wanted him to. Do you know what that good news was? (pause) Well, through Jesus dying on the cross we are able to have a personal relationship with God and to have our sins forgiven.

Today, to help us remember what Jesus gave up for us, we are going to make cross pendants to wear.

Questions:
· Have you ever had to give something up that you didn't want to?

· What do you think Jesus meant when he said 'that a grain of wheat that falls on the ground will never be more than one grain unless it dies. However, if it does die then it will produce lots more wheat.'?

· What does 'sacrifice' mean to you?

Activity: Cross pendants
What you need: air hardening clay (available from The Warehouse in the craft section), beads and sequins to decorate, string/ribbon/cord to wear the pendant on, plastic plates and kebab skewers. 

Preparation: Try making a few examples for the children to see. 

What to do: Give each child a small piece of clay and get them to mould it into a cross shape. Make sure they don't make it too thin as it will be more likely to break when it is worn.
Decorate with sequins and beads by pushing then into the clay. (If they fall out when it dries, they can be glued back in.) 
Using a kebab stick, make a hole in the top of the cross for the string/ribbon/ or cord. 
Measure a length of the cord that can fit over your head. 
Put the cross and the cord on a plastic plate for easy transporting home. (It will take a couple of days to dry completely.) 
When the cross is dry, thread the cord through and tie a knot at the end. Now its ready to wear!!! 

Variations: If you don't want to use air hardening clay, you could do the same activity with salt dough and add colour to it. Just remember with salt dough that you probably shouldn't use beads or sequins to decorate if you are going to cook it in the over!!

For a recipe, go to: http://www.ancientnile.co.uk/saltdough.php


