A Sensory Christmas Experience
Theme: Jesus – Light of the World

Written by Jacolize Becker
1. Opening song/s 
As music from intro worship/songs finishes and everyone is settled back in their seats, all the lights get turned off – church as dark as possible. 
2. Candles get lit one by one for 5 “candle stories”. The 5 candle stations are set up in various locations in the church, preferably on a high stool or small, high table. Manned with one reader per station, with the script for the station (could be on a cell phone – easier to read) Each person lights a candle before they start reading their scripture
· Candle 1 – John 1: 1-3 (NIV); John 1:4-5 (TPT) 
· Candle 2 – Luke 2: 8-14 (TPT)
· Candle 3 – John 1: 6-9 (TPT)
· Candle 4 – Hebrews 1: 2-3a (TPT) or Isaiah 9:2,6
· Candle 5 – John 8: 12 (TPT)
3. Short message “Jesus is the Light of the World” – Presenter/preacher standing by a big lamp; lamp switched on for this.
4. The challenge: How can we let our lights shine? 
           Matt 5:14-16 on screen. Hand out tea lights – 1 each       
Congregation divides into groups. Groups to discuss and write/draw ideas on “graffiti walls” OR Give out gift tags with the tea lights and ask each person to write/draw their idea on a gift tag and hang it on the Christmas tree. Can have church lights on for this activity.
5. Prayer time in groups – As people hold their tea lights, they pray what God puts on their hearts/minds to pray (out loud or in silence). All lights in church switched off. Tea lights on.
6. Song: “This little light of mine” – Hold up tea lights as they sing this song. All lights in church switched off. Tea lights on.
7. Two more Christmas carols. All the lights in church switched on for this (and stays on)
Notes:

· Have a smaller Christmas tree (for gift tags with ideas) if you have a small congregation or group.
· Graffiti walls can be large spreads of butcher paper on the walls. Individuals can write their thoughts/ideas on butcher paper, using large markers. Or post-it notes can be given to groups to record ideas – one per post-it – and then stuck on walls

· If you have a small group, they could write their (Point 4) ideas on cellophane paper, pre-cut to size of a few large, clear glass vases. Place candles in vases and stick cellophane to vases after ideas had been written on – the light from the candles will illuminate the written ideas.
· Tea lights handed out should be plastic and battery operated.

· Tea lights are to be taken home as a reminder to let our lights shine in this season.
· To heighten the sensory experience, a small incense stick can be burnt in an un-obtrusive space (so as to not overwhelm anyone).

· If your church is not dark enough when the lights are switched off, darken it further by blocking light from windows and glass doors, using black sheets of paper or black plastic rubbish bags. 
