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A Woman's Faith and Jesus heals a Deaf Man
Aim: to remind us that God loves everyone

Occasion: Ordinary Sunday 23
Scripture: Mark 7:24-37
Game: (for younger children) the wrapped sweets game 
Preparation: you need a bowl of wrapped sweets (alternatively, you could use a bowl of stickers) 
What to do: Get the children to sit in a circle with the bowl of sweets in the middle. (Or if you are concerned, the leader can hold the bowl.) 
One at a time, each child in the circle takes a sweet from the bowl, turns to the person on their left and says one thing they like about that person. Then they give that person the lolly. 
Continue around the circle until everyone has had something nice said about them and has a sweet to eat.
Game: (for older children) If you love me honey, smile!!! 
Preparation: nothing 
What to do: Have everyone sit in a circle. Ask for a volunteer (or demonstrate yourself). The volunteer stands in the middle of the circle. At random, they choose someone in the circle, walk up to them and say 'if you love me honey, smile!!' 
The person must then try to say 'I love you honey but I just can't smile!' without smiling. If the person smiles, they switch places with the volunteer. 
If the person doesn't smile and manages to say the line, the volunteer tries again with someone else. Repeat as many times as you wish.

Story: (Mark 7:24 -37) A Woman's Faith and Jesus heals a Deaf Man 
(you may wish to only focus on the first half of the reading)
Jesus left and went to the region near the city of Tyre, where he stayed in someone's home. He did not want people to know he was there, but they found out anyway. A woman whose daughter had an evil spirit in her heard where Jesus was. And right away she came and knelt down at his feet. The woman was Greek and had been born in the part of Syria known as Phoenicia. She begged Jesus to force the demon out of her daughter. But Jesus said, “The children must first be fed! It isn't right to take away their food and feed it to dogs.”

The woman replied, “Lord, even dogs eat the crumbs that children drop from the table.”

Jesus answered, “That's true! You may go now. The demon has left your daughter.” When the woman got back home, she found her child lying on the bed. The demon had gone.

Jesus left the region around Tyre and went by way of Sidon toward Lake Galilee. He went through the land near the ten cities known as Decapolis. Some people brought to him a man who was deaf and could hardly talk. They begged Jesus just to touch him.

After Jesus had taken him aside from the crowd, he stuck his fingers in the man's ears. Then he spit and put it on the man's tongue. Jesus looked up toward heaven, and with a groan he said, “Effatha!” which means “Open up!” At once the man could hear, and he had no more trouble talking clearly.

Jesus told the people not to say anything about what he had done. But the amore he told them, the more they talked about it. They were completely amazed and said, “Everything he does is good! He even heals people who cannot hear or talk.”

Talk: 
Wow that was quite a story today. Jesus didn't seem to be treating the woman very well in the first part of the story. How did you feel about it? (pause) It might have been a bit hard to pick up, but the woman and her daughter were from a different town than Jesus. In Jesus' time, people often thought that Jesus had come just for the people of his town, not the rest of the world. Does that sound like the Jesus you know? (pause)

· Have you ever felt left out of a group? 
· How did that make you feel? (pause) 
Well, Jesus did heal the woman's daughter in the end. Some people think that this story was Jesus' way of letting people know that he had come for all people, not just a few.

As Christians, we are called to be like Jesus. And just as Jesus healed the daughter in the story even though she was from a different town, we too need to treat everyone the same way and not just be nice to our friends. 
So today to help remind us that Jesus loves everyone, we are going to make some gift cards to give to people to let them know Jesus loves them.

Questions:
· What do you think Jesus meant when he said 'The children must first be fed! It isn't right to take away their food and feed it to dogs.”?

· Have you ever felt left out? How did that make you feel?

· Do you think Jesus loves everyone? Who do you think it would be hard to love?

· What are some ways that we can show people that Jesus loves them?

Activity: 'God loves you' gift cards
What you need: Card, assorted bits of coloured paper, magazines etc to decorate with, scissors, glue, felts and crayons. 

Preparation: You might like to make a few examples of card designs. There are plenty of ideas on the internet if you are feeling un-creative. Try searching 'making cards' or 'card designs' and see what you can find! 

What to do: Instruct the children that they can decorate their card anyway they like as long as they include the message 'God loves you!' in the middle. For younger children you might like to pre-write this in the blank cards. 
When they have finished, get them to choose who they want to send the card to. It might be someone in the congregation, a neighbour, a teacher etc.



