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Jesus Heals Blind Bartimaeus
Aim: To remind us to ask Jesus for help when we need it

Occasion: Ordinary Sunday 30

Scripture: Mark 10:46-52

Game: (for younger children) Can you guess?
Preparation: You need a large cardboard box with a lid.  Cut a hole in the side of it big enough that you could fit your arm in it.  Inside the box put 5-8 items of different textures.  E.g. toilet roll, CD case, wooden cross , Barbie doll… 
What to do: One at a time let the children have a turn at putting their hand in the box and feeling what is inside.  Ask them to guess ONE item that might be in the box.  When everyone has had a turn, let them know how many they guessed correctly.  Take off the lid and show them.

Game: (for older children) Blind hide and seek
Preparation: you need a blind fold.
What to do: Have all the children sit in a circle.  Ask for a volunteer.  Blind fold them and get them to stand in the middle of the circle.  Ask for another volunteer to be 'in'.  They stay seated where they are.  Spin the blind folded person around three times.  They have three guesses to find the person who is 'in'.  The blind person can call out 'where are you?' and the person can answer 'here'.  
If they find them, the person who was 'in' is blindfolded for the next round.  If they don't, the person who was blindfolded chooses someone else for the next round.

Story: (Mark 10:46 -52) Jesus heals Blind Bartimaeus
Jesus and his disciples went to Jericho.  And as they were leaving, they were followed by a large crowd.  A blind beggar by the name of Bartimaeus son of Timaeus was sitting beside the road.  When he heard that it was Jesus from Nazareth, he shouted, “Jesus, Son of David, have pity on me!” Many people told the man to stop, but he shouted even louder, “Son of David, have pity on me!”

Jesus stopped and said, “Call him over!”

They called out to the blind man and said, “Don't be afraid! Come on! He is calling for you.”  The man threw off his coat as he jumped up and ran to Jesus.

Jesus asked, “What do you want me to do for you?”

The blind man answered, “Master, I want to see!”

Jesus told him, “You may go. Your eyes are healed because of your faith.”

Right away the man could see, and he went down the road with Jesus.

Talk: 
· Can you imagine what it would be like to be blind? 
· What sorts of things would be hard to do if you were blind? (pause for discussion) 
In today's story, there was a blind man called Bartimaeus who asked Jesus for help.  Did the people think Jesus should help him? (pause) Well at first they told him to be quiet.  I think they must have thought that Jesus wouldn't want to be bothered by a blind beggar.  But what did Jesus say? (pause) That's right, Jesus asked to see Bartimaeus; and when Bartimaeus told Jesus he wanted to see, Jesus healed him.

· What are some things that you struggle with? (pause) 
Everybody struggles at some time, it’s one of the things that makes us human and normal. But one of the wonderful things about being a Christian is that we are not left alone to struggle, we have a God who loves us and is always willing to listen and help us through prayer and through the people around us. Cool huh?!?!

Questions:
· Can you imagine what it would be like to be blind

· What sorts of things would be hard to do if you were blind

· What are some things that you struggle with?

· Do you think that God can help you with those things? How?

Activity: Struggle Prayer flip cards
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What you need: Copies of the flip card templates, scissors, glue, felts and crayons to decorate, cardboard (optional) 

What to do: Cut out the template. Fold along the dotted line. On the side with the sad face, write or draw something that you struggle with. On the side with the happy face, write or draw a pray asking for help with the struggle you are having. 

For example the struggle might be: I am having trouble with keeping my room tidy. The prayer might be: Dear God, please help me to keep my room tidy. 
On the reverse, spread some glue and then stick it together. Decorate. If done correctly, you should be able to read the struggle and then flip the card and read the prayer. Encourage the children to use them during the week.



