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God gave his Son or Jesus the child

Aim: to look at Jesus as the light of the world

Occasion: Lent 4

Scripture: John 3:14-21

Game: (all ages) Where's the light?
What you need: three matching plastic cups (not transparent!) and a tea light candle and a table.

Preparation: You might like to practice this beforehand so that you get the hang of it!

What to do: Turn the three plastic cups upside-down on the table in a row. If you only have a small group, ask them to gather around the table so they can get a better view.

Hold up the tea light candle and ask the children to tell you what it is. Then place it underneath one of the plastic cups on the table. Ask for a volunteer and ask them to point to the cup that has the light hidden under it. Then, swap the cups around with your hands, being careful not to lift them off the table. Do this a few times, as the idea is to try and confuse the children as to where the light is.

When you have swapped them around enough, ask the volunteer to guess which cup the light is under. Then lift up the cup and see if they were right.

You can repeat this game a few times to give everyone a chance to have a go.

Story: (John 3:14-21) God gave his Son
The Son of Man must be lifted up, just as that metal snake was lifted up by Moses in the desert. Then everyone who has faith in the Son of Man will have eternal life.

God loved the people of this world so much that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who has faith in him will have eternal life and never really die. God did not send his Son into the world to condemn its people. He sent him to save them! No one who has faith in God's Son will be condemned. But everyone who doesn't have faith in him has already been condemned for not having faith in God's only Son.

The light has come into the world, and people who do evil things are judged guilty because they love the dark more than the light. People who do evil hate the light and won't come into the light, because it clearly shows what they have done. But everyone who lives by the truth will come to the light, because they want others to know that God is really the one doing what they do.

Talk: 
Have you ever been around a campfire at night? What was it like? (pause for answers) There is something special about gathering around a campfire with friends when everywhere else is really dark. You can only see things that are lit up by the fire, and people who are sitting further away are harder to see.

In today's story, we hear Jesus described as the light that has come into the world. Why do you think that is? (pause) As Christians, we are taught to use Jesus as an example for how we should live our lives. If you were trying to find your way in the dark, it would be easier if you had a torch or a candle, right? Well, the point that today's story is trying to make about Jesus is that he is our torch for finding our way through life. If we follow Jesus' example, then we will find our way through a lot easier than if we stumble around by ourselves.

So today, to help us to remember that Jesus is the light of the world we are going to make paper bag candles.

Questions:
· Who is God's son? And who is the light that has come into the world?

· Why do you think God loves the people of the world so much?

· How do other people know that you are a Christian and follow Jesus?

Activity: 'This little light of mine…' (candle and holder)
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Note: children should never play with candles unsupervised. For today's activity, I would advise that you only light your example and none of the children's. Please remember to instruct the children on candle safety, and give the candle use instructions to all the children to pass on to their parents or caregivers. 

What you need: white paper bags, tea light candles (with the metal cases), sand, scissors, felts, candle template. 

Preparation: Try making a couple of these beforehand so you have some examples for the children. 

What to do: 
Fold the paper bag lengthways. 
Place the template on the folded edge and trace around it. Cut it out. 
Open up the paper bag and you should now have a candle shape cut out of both sides of the paper bag. 
Using felts, decorate the bag with the words “The light has come into the world — John 3:19a” and any other designs you want. For younger children, you might need to help with the writing. 
Next, open up the bag and fill the bottom of the bag at least 5cm deep of sand. 
Push a tea light candle into the sand so that it is about half way covered. 
That's it!!! 

Variations: If you are a little nervous about this activity, you could use cut-off plastic milk jugs instead. And paint them to decorate rather than cut out the candle shape.



