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Jesus brings Lazarus to Life
Aim: To help the children think about how to be a good friend

Occasion: All Saints Sunday
Scripture: John 11:32-44
Game: (for younger children) find your partner! 
Preparation: you need pairs of shapes (stars, circles, squares) drawn on paper with double sided tape on the back. 
What to do: Get the children to sit in a circle on the floor and close their eyes. While their eyes are closed, stick a shape on each of their backs making sure there is two of the same. If you have an odd number of children, either include yourself in the game or make three of one shape. 
When you say 'go' they are to open their eyes and see how quickly they can find their partner.

Game: (for older children) Link tag 
What to do: Choose someone to be 'it'. The person who is it has to tag someone. When they do, that person links arms with the person who is 'it'. Now both of them have to try and tag people. As they do, the people they tag link on the chain. The game ends when everyone is linked up!

Story: (John 11:32 -44) Jesus brings Lazarus to Life
A man by the name of Lazarus was very sick. He had two sisters called Mary and Martha. The two sisters sent a message to Jesus to tell him that his good friend Lazarus was sick.

But by the time that Jesus had arrived, Lazarus had died and been in a tomb for four whole days!

Mary, fell at Jesus' feet and said 'Lord, if you had been here, he would not have died!'

When Jesus saw that Mary and the other's that were gathered were so upset, Jesus became sad and began to cry. 'Where is the body?' He asked and the people led him to Lazarus. Some of the people asked each other why Jesus, who could heal the blind, had not saved Lazarus.

Jesus went to the tomb and asked for the stone to be rolled away.

Martha reminded Jesus that Lazarus had been dead for four days and there would be a horrible smell.

Jesus replied 'Didn't I tell you that if you had faith, you would see the glory of God?'

So they rolled back the stone and Jesus went inside.

He prayed to God saying, 'Father, I thank you for answering my prayer. I know that you always answer my prayers. But I said this, so that the people here would believe that you sent me.'

Then he shouted 'Lazarus, come out!'

And he did!

Talk: 
What an amazing story! Can you believe that Jesus brought a man back to life! Can you do that? I know that I can't.

In today's story, we found out that Jesus was really good friends with Lazarus and his sisters, Mary and Martha. He was really upset when he found out that Lazarus had died. So much so, that he brought him back to life!

Wow! Jesus is a good friend to have!

· Do any of you have friends? 
· Who are they? (pause for answers)

I really treasure my good friends. We do all sorts of things together like going to the movies, talking, helping each other when we have problems.

· What do you think makes a good friend? (pause for answers)

I think that a good friend listens, spends time with you, helps when you need it and shares good times and bad times with you. Do you agree?

So if these are all the qualities that are needed in a friend, what things can we do to be good friends? (perhaps you could make a list)

Questions:
· Do you have good friends?

· What makes a good friend?

· Why should we be good friends?

· Is Jesus your friend?

Activity: 'The friend I want to be' Poster
What you need: a large piece of paper (big enough for a child to lay down and be traced around), felts and crayons etc to decorate with, magazines and newspapers, scissors and glue. 

What to do: Ask for a volunteer to be traced around on the paper. Once you have the outline, explain to the children that they are going to create a poster using this outline of the kind of friend that they would want to be. Get them to think about what kind of words might describe them, how they would look, etc. Magazines and newspapers are a good source of words!!!! Go wild. 

Variations: Instead of a group poster, the children could either split into smaller groups or make individual posters on smaller paper. If you are using smaller paper, you might like to have a person template for the children to trace around.



