[image: image1][image: image2.png]sfronQz-

ANGLICAN CHILDREN & FAMILIES MINISTRY
aotearoa | new zealand






The Good Shepherd
Aim: To talk about how we listen to Jesus in our lives

Occasion: 4th Sunday of Easter
Scripture: John 10:11-18

Game: (for younger children) Name that sound 
Preparation: collect instruments, or sound clips, or record voices onto a tape. Basically anything that makes a noise. The following websites have sounds that might be useful:

http://www.webplaces.com/html/sounds.htm
http://www.animalpicturesarchive.com/animal/SOUND/
http://resources.bravenet.com/audio_clips/sound_effects/
What to do: Explain to the children that they are going to hear a sound and then try to guess what it is.  If you are using instruments rather than playing a tape/cd then you will need to hide the instruments behind a screen of some sort so that the children can't see the instruments!!!
This game would work equally well with older children, but you might like to make the sounds more difficult.

Game: (for older children) Who said that?
Preparation: You will need to create a list of at least 15 lines from popular songs, catch phrases from tv show characters, bible verses, movies, ad campaigns etc.

Some examples to get you started:

“Don't have a cow, man!” (Bart Simpson, from The Simpsons)

“I am the Good shepherd” (Jesus)

Let your fingers do the walking (by-line for the Yellow Pages campaign)

Try to use examples from shows and songs etc that the children will know!

What to do: Divide the children into two teams. Explain that you will read out a line from your list, and that the first team to tell you where it came from gets a point. The first team to 5 wins. 
If you don't want it to be a competition, just do the exercise with the whole group.

Story: (John 10:11 -18) The Good Shepherd
Jesus said: “I am the good shepherd, and the good shepherd gives up his life for his sheep. Hired workers are not like the shepherd. They don't own the sheep, and when they see a wolf coming, they run off and leave the sheep. Then the wolf attacks and scatters the flock. Hired workers run away because they don't care about the sheep.

I am the good shepherd. I know my sheep, and they know me. Just as the Father knows me, I know the Father, and I give up my life for my sheep. I have other sheep that are not in this sheep pen. I must bring them together too, when they hear my voice. Then there will be one flock of sheep and one shepherd.

The Father loves me, because I give up my life, so that I may receive it back again. No one takes my life from me.”
Questions:
· Who is the Good Shepherd? Who are the sheep?

· How do you recognise Jesus' voice?

· What ideas can you think of for ways of learning to hear Jesus' voice more clearly?

Activity: The Good Shepherd Poster/Banner
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What you need: big piece of cardboard/thick paper, sheep templates, glue, wool, felts and scissors

Preparation: create a basic background of hills and sky for the children to decorate; it doesn't need to be fancy. If you want to, you could put a title at the top with words such as 'The Good Shepherd' or “I am the Good Shepherd”.

What to do: Give the children each a sheep to cut out. Glue bits of wool onto the sheep to make it fluffy. Then, get them to choose where they want to stick their sheep on the poster. Write their name next to the sheep. 
Get them to make a couple of other sheep that represent people who are important in their lives (e.g. mum, dad, friend etc) 
For the children who finish quickly, get them to draw Jesus, the good shepherd on the poster. 
At the end, pray as a group for all the people named on the poster.

Variations: For the older children, get them to not only make the sheep, but to write a prayer next to it for the needs of that person.



