Christmas Story 

OPENING SONG   (Away in a Manger)
It happened in the days of Herod the King, that the angel Gabriel was sent: by God to a city of Galilee, Nazareth, to a maiden whose name was Mary,

"Hail, blessed among women." the angel said.

Marry wondered what this greeting could mean. Then the angel explained:

"You shall have a son; and you shall call him Jesus. He shall be great and shall be called the Son of God. And of his kingdom there shall be no end.
"I am the servant of the Lord," said Mary. “Let it be as you have said” 
Some time after, an order went out from Rome that all the world should be taxed. Everyone went to their home city. And Joseph, Mary's husband, went up from Galilee to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem. 
For he was of the house and family of David, 

and with him went Mary, his young wife who was soon to have a child.

SONG

(Here we go up to Bethlehem)

“please hurry little donkey.”

Mary whispered low.

“For I am very tired,

And need rest you know.”

“Be careful, little donkey,

Step gently, “Joseph said.

“The trip is almost over,

For I see the lights ahead.”

SONG

(Little Donkey)

The innkeeper rushed. He was in such .a hurry.

All he had time for was money and worry. 
In his little hotel the nooks and the crannies 
were jammed full of children and parents and grannies. 
He growled as he answered - A knock on the door.

He didn't have room for anyone more.

He peered at a man in the shadowy light and a women and donkey alone in the night.

"My wife," said the man, "is weary and worn,

For you see-, her baby's about to be born." 
"No room," the busy innkeeper said. 
And he showed it was so by a shake of his head.
“I’m sorry. I’d like to help and be kind but I simply have too much else on my mind

Although,” he mused, “In the barn you could stay, it’s there in the back, out of the way.

It isn’t exactly a first-class hotel, there are flies and dirt, and the animals smell,

But take it or leave it, It’s all that I’ve got.”

And the man in the shadows sighed at the thought but he went 
and made pillows of hay in the stable for Mary, his wife, as best he was able.

And the innkeeper went to his own cosy suite and then made sure he had plenty to eat.

Then he went back to working as fast as he could and did all the things that an innkeeper should.

SONG

(While shepherds watched  v1-3)

And shepherds were working a night shift, as well, 

when an angel appeared with a story to tell. 
He stood in their midst In a shimmering light,

And their hearts started jumping and thumping with fright.
The angel announced, "I bring you the news

That the Saviour's been born, the King of the Jews. 
You'll find Him wrapped up, in a manger of hay."

and the shepherds all turned. To each other to say,

"Come on, let's go just as fast as we can."

And they dropped all their work in the field and ran.

SONG

(While shepherds watched  v4-6)

Oh how delighted they were when they saw The Baby, their King, asleep in the straw. 
Their hearts were merry. They bubbled with mirth and the news started spreading 
All over the earth!​ While the man at the inn kept working so hard 
he missed what happened in his own backyard. But......

In the sky in the East, in a far distant land, God hung a star, brilliant and grand. 
Three Wise men said, "It’s to tell us the news that a Saviour's been born, 
The King of the Jews."

They stopped and dropped all the work they were doing, 
For something of far more important was brewing.
They loaded camels with treasures and gold and all the supplies 

that their saddles could hold. 
Through hot, sandy deserts they travelled each day.

The star was a compass to show the way. 
Their friends and families were all left behind for months they continued, 
one purpose in mind. To them the very most wonderful thing was to worship the Baby, 
Their Saviour and King.

SONG

(We three kings)

And: then came a day they rounded the bend that brought them with joy to their journey's end.

As they bowed to the Child sent from above, they gave Him their treasures. 
They gave Him their love.

And Wise Men and shepherds had peace untold.

They had found God's Gifts, more precious than gold.

All of them acted exactly the same, they pushed aside everything else and came.

SONG

(Silent night)
And the innkeeper?  well.... He's a different story.

He missed the peace, the joy, and the glory. 
He could have said, "Come eat at my- table.

You take my room, I'll take the stable." 
But it seems he was hurried and d worried and miffed
And never took time to find God's Gift.

That Gift is Jesus, a Saviour, a Friend, with life forever, that never will end.

He wants to enter your life and your heart and stay there forever and never depart. 
He knocks on your "door" He's knocking today.

Will you tell Him, Or turn Him, away?

SONG

(Hark the herald Angels sing)

