Instructions for the Christmas Box Story
Preparation:

Christmas wrap and/or decorate 6 large (refrigerator, dryer, etc) boxes.  They have to be big enough for 1-3 people to fit inside.

Christmas wrap one smaller box.  This one will hold the baby Jesus doll.

Gather nativity costumes and a manger.

We also used 2 screens or dividers, but these aren’t essential.

1 large mirror

Mirrored paper if available or some small hand held mirrors

People:

Narrator

2 box lifters

1 Gabriel

1 Mary

1 Joseph

1-2 Shepherds

3 Wisemen

Someone to hold the mirror in the 7th box

Play:

As the narrator finishes reading each stanza, the box lifters lift the box to reveal the character.  The character then moves forward centre stage.  If there’s any interaction between characters, have the characters just move near each other and then freeze.

At the end, you’ll have all the nativity players together on ‘stage’.  When the final box is lifted, let the mirror holder either rotate the mirror so everyone can see or move around the congregation.  If you have small mirrors, encourage people to look in the mirror to see what God really wants for Christmas!
