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The Coming of the Holy Spirit

Aim: to learn about Pentecost

Occasion: Pentecost
Scripture: Acts 2:1-21

Game: (for the older children) what country am I from? 
You will need: white sticky labels and a pen. 
Preparation: Write the names of a different country on each of the labels. 
What to do: Get all the children to line up along a wall, facing the wall. Then put one label on each of their backs. 
Get them to turn around and explain that each of them comes from a different country. The object of the game is for everyone to work out what country they are from. 
However, they can ask other children questions to help them work out where they are from. But they can only be answered with 'yes' or 'no'. 
Also, they can only ask a child one question, no more. 
Time them to see how long it takes!

Game: (for younger children) Balloon relay 
What you need: two blown up balloons 
What to do: Divide the children into two teams and give each team one of the balloons. 
Tell them that one at a time, they have to run to the end of the room and back again without letting the balloon touch the ground and without using their hands. 
The first team to finish wins.

Story: The Coming of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:1-21)
On the day of Pentecost, all of God's followers were gathered together. Suddenly there came a loud noise from heaven. It sounded like a mighty wind, and it filled the house where they were all gathered.

Next, they saw the most amazing thing! Tongues of fire were flying in all directions and then finally each tongue of fire landed on a different person's head. It was the Holy Spirit!

The Holy Spirit then took hold of everyone and they began speaking in languages they had never spoken or understood before.

At that time, there were lots of religious Jews from many different countries around the world living in Jerusalem. When they heard the noise, a crowd of them gathered around where God's followers were. They were amazed to be hearing their own languages being spoken, and got very excited, saying 'But all these people come from Galilee. So how can we hear them speaking in our own languages? We come from all over the world! Some of us were born Jews, others of us chose to become Jews, yet we all hear them in our own languages telling of the wonderful things that God has done! What does it mean?”

Some people started to say that they were drunk and began to make fun of God's followers, so Peter stood with the eleven apostles and spoke to the crowd.

'Friends and everyone else gathered here today, listen carefully to me. These people are not drunk; it is only nine o'clock in the morning! Remember what God had the prophet Joel say:

'When the last days come, I will give my Spirit to everyone. Your sons and daughters will prophesy. Your young men will see visions, and your old men will have dreams. In those days I will give my Spirit to my servants and they will prophesy.

I will work miracles in the sky above and wonders on the earth below. There will be blood and fire and clouds of smoke. The sun will turn dark, and the moon will be as red as blood before the great and wonderful day of the Lord appears. Then the Lord will save everyone who asks for his help.'

Questions:
· What are some of the symbols of the Holy Spirit?

· Why is Pentecost so important to us?

· What do you think the Holy Spirit looks like?

Activity: Pentecost flame hats
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You will need: (per child) 1 A4 piece of red paper, orange paper and yellow paper. Pen, scissors and tape/stapler and glue

What to do: Fold the red piece in half long ways.

Next, fold it backwards and forwards like a fan.

Cut a flame shape along the fold edge as shown, making sure that you leave the paper joined at the sides.

Open in out, and you should have two long pieces.

Stick the pieces together at one end with tape.

Repeat all the above for the orange and yellow pieces. 

Next, lay the yellow piece on the table and spread a line of glue across the bottom as shown.

Lay the orange piece on the yellow making sure that you can still see the yellow flames

Spread a line of glue on the orange piece and then lay the red piece on top, again making sure you can still see the orange flames.

Fit for size on your head, and then staple together.

Variation: you could get the children to write as many ways of saying hello in different languages that they can.



